[image: image1.jpg]HANDICAP

INTERNATIONAL



Press release

The Nobel Peace Prize must encourage Obama to renounce antipersonnel landmines and cluster munitions. 


9th October. The Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Barack Obama is a strong signal sent by the Nobel committee in support of the ambitions of the President of the United States on disarmament and peaceful settlement of conflicts. Co-winner of the Nobel peace price in 1997, Handicap International calls on President Obama to strengthen conventional arms control by signing the two treaties banning landmines and cluster munitions (cluster bombs). 

Jean-Baptiste Richardier, co-founder and Executive Director of Handicap International said today, "This recognition of the new American diplomacy, initiated by Obama represents a vision of a world in which not everything is permitted, even in wartime. By placing the issue of disarmament at the center of international attention, the Nobel Committee calls on all governments to break the inertia and blockages, and to intensify negotiations on disarmament and arms control. "

Handicap International calls upon the Nobel Peace Prize winner, Barack Obama, to have the United States join the vast majority of states that have abandoned landmines and cluster bombs. Since 1997, the United States has refused to sign the Ottawa Treaty banning landmines. Adopted by 156 countries, the ban has become an international standard. Furthermore, despite improved control on the use and transfer of cluster bombs by the United States, there are currently no plans to sign the Oslo Treaty of December 2008 banning such arms. By signing these treaties, the United States would finally change their isolationist positions in the field of conventional arms that cause excessive harm to civilians. 

The international conference in Cartagena (Colombia), which will be held from 30 November to 4 December 2009 on the Ottawa Treaty, is an ideal forum to announce a radical change of the United States position on the issue of mines and cluster munitions. A few days before the official presentation of the Nobel Peace Prize on 10 December, this commitment would materialize the hopes placed in Barack Obama’s disarmament policy and respect for the Geneva Conventions to protect civilian populations in conflict. 
 
Handicap International is an international NGO that operates in almost 60 countries on 240 projects. It is a co-founder of the campaign to ban cluster bombs and mines (ICBL and CMC). Its commitment to Ban Landmines made it co-Nobel Peace Prize in 1997.
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