[image: image1.emf][image: image3.jpg]BAN
E¥

CLUSTER BOMBS




         


      

 

Press Release

19th February 2007 

Oslo, 22 -23 February 2007

Handicap International takes part in the first meeting of governments to ban cluster munitions
Under the watchful eye of international civil society, some 40 governments are about to launch an international process towards a ban on cluster bombs.

Following the failure of disarmament talks in Geneva in November 2006, the Norwegian government will host a state meeting on Thursday 22 and Friday 23 February 2007. The Oslo Conference on Cluster Munitions (OCCM) is the first meeting in a Norwegian initiative to prohibit cluster munitions that cause unacceptable human suffering*.

Handicap International will attend the conference, along with several other non-governmental organisations, including the International Committee of the Red Cross, Human Rights Watch, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, Landmine Action UK, Mines Action Canada, and some UN agencies. The Handicap International delegation will be managed by Dr. Jean-Baptiste Richardier, CEO of Handicap International France

Parallel to the government meeting, the Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC), of which Handicap International is co-founder, is organising an international Civil Society Forum on Cluster Munitions, as well as a series of events for non-governmental organisations, campaigners, the public and the media. These will be held from Tuesday 20 to Friday 23 February 2007. 
Panellists at the Civil Society Forum on Cluster Munitions will include cluster bomb victims from Lebanon and Serbia, Ms. Jody Williams, who was awarded the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, Mr. Erik Solheim, the Norwegian Minister of Development, and Ms. Luisa Morgantini the Deputy President of the European Parliament. On this occasion, Handicap International will present a petition containing the 300,000 signatures that have been gathered across Europe in support of a ban on cluster munitions.

* According to Fatal Footprint, The Global Human Impact of Cluster Munitions (report published by Handicap International in November 2006), 98% of cluster bomb victims in the 24 countries and territories affected are civilians.

Notes for editors

· Handicap International is an international charity working in 60 countries worldwide in the fields of rehabilitation, inclusion of disabled people and in disability prevention, including landmines and cluster munitions clearance.
· Handicap International is co-founder of the Cluster Munition Coalition and the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, which was awarded the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize.
For more information, please contact Béatrice Cami at Handicap International UK
Email: beatrice.cami@hi-uk.org, Tel: 0870 774 3737, www.handicap-international.org.uk 
